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Brother it the Lord, | 
; E the perfecuted Saints, driven for the Teftimony of a 
‘ good Confcience as faras Munfter, having to the great 
joy of our-hearts feen your Protetant Reconciler , do 
chankthe God of Spirits for raifing up fo ftout a Cham- 


= 


- pion, fo able a Defender-of the truth, and do hereby fignifie our 


kind acceptance of fo good a Work, wherein you have fully laid 


forth the Hypocrifie, the Cruelty, the Tyranny, of the pretended 
Church of England, and have fufficiently freed us Anabaptifts from 


the imputation of Schifmn,or-any. other crime that is ufually objected. 
1. For fir(t,you do fully prove that the. pretended Church of Eng- 


Jand does impofe unneceflary terms of Communion, and would: 


thereby: bring us back to the Law of Ordinances,which Chrift hath 


mailed to his Crofs, a Burthen which ‘neither we nor our Father. 


were able to bear: 


2. That what they do herein, is contrary to the Rules and the 


Pragtice of Chrift and his -Apoftles, who never exacted fuch out-. 


ward Obfervances from their Difciples, who would lay no yoke up- 
on their necks but of:neceflary things, who required them in fuch 
matters to obferve the great Laws of Charity and Chriftian righte- 
oufnels, leaving the Saints to their liberty, according to their feveral 
attainments ; not to fay any thing of the practife of the Primitive 


Saints, and the dire@tions of their Fathers, whom they pretend to: 


reverence. a | 
3. That our Scruples and Objetions are juft and reafonable, 
feeing they would reftrain us from our natural, as well as Chriftian 


liberty, and that pretended ‘Church aés far beyond their: Com-. 


miffion, andthat power which the Lord gave them; for though you 
do not pofitively affert this, yet from the quotations of others you 
fufficiently prove this and the following Pofitions.. 
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4. That the pretended Church of England, having enjoy’d fuch 
unneceflary terms ating beyond their Commiffion, and invading 
our undoubted Liberty, we have good reafon to vindicate our Li- 
berty, and to feparate from that ( 
5. That the pretended Church of England is fole Author of the 
Schiim, by giving {uch juft occafions of offence to truly tender Con- 
{Ciences ; tor what they impofe is in our judgment finful, therefore 
cannot be comply’d with, buc if they are not finful in themfelves, 


_ yet being injoyn’d contrary to the Commands and practife of Chrift 


and his Apoftles,and the pureft Ages, and being an Abridgment of 
that liberty wherein we are oblig’d to ftand faft, we are bound to {e- 
parate our felves; and they that give {0 juft an eccafion are the only 


Schifmaticks. 


6. There is no other way to Unite Proteftant Diffenters,but by a. 


total refcinding this Law of Ordinances, removing all fuch occafi- . 


ons of Offence, fatisfying the Scruples of all tender Confciences, not 
by arguing and difputing us into the Lawfulnefs and reafonablenefs 


of the Injunctions, but by leaving us to our Chriftian liberty in thofe’ 


thingsthat are not plainly determined in Scripture. °*Tis true, you 
do frequently fay, that we Diffenters are bound to yield a Submiffi- 
on tothe Lawful Powers in matters of Indifferency, but what will 
you fay to all our Party who judg moft, if not all fuch Impofitions 


finful > finful in themfelves, and finfully impofd, and therefore not 


to becomply’d with without Sinfulnefs, as ‘tis impoffible you fhould 
free us from thefe apprehenfions , fay or do what you can, Scruples 
will remain, and therefore you argue well that they judging us ina 
damnable ftate of Schifm,and this Schifm being occafton’d by their un- 
neceflary (you are afraid to fpeak out as yet, andto calla Spadea 
Spade, fintul) Impofitions. Itis their.duty if they will be pious, juft. 
prudent,and charitable, toremove all the Occafions of the Schifm’ 


by leaving us to our undoubted Liberty. As for thofe light jerks 


you fometimes give us, we look upon them but as a Copy of 


your Countenance, for the Times will not bear your afferting of - 


the whole ‘Truth,and your diflembling or concealing that part of it, 
you have prov'dto be agreeable to the Apoftles practife. 

Now thefe Propofitions being fo ftrenuoufly afferted, and plainly 
demonftrated by you, have done our Party infinite Service, for 
from them, according to your.own way of arguing, we may draw 
thefe enfuing Corollaries. : 1, That 


hurch which hath feparated it felf’ 


- Led 

a, That the pretended Church of England being an Hypocritical, 
Schifmatical, Soul-murthering, Soul-deftroying, Cainjh, Wol- 
vith, Ihmaelitifo Affembly,acting contrary to the rulesand practile 
of Chrift and his Apoftles, and the pureft Ages of the Church, as 


we did our duty,a thing acceptable to God, in coming out of that - 


Babyfn, and not making our {elves partakers with them in their 
Sins; fo confequently none of the prefent members of that Church, 
who fubmit to her Antichriftian Tyranny, and endeavour to pro- 
mote her Intereft, can free themfelves from the like Crimes, but 
they are all in the fame condition from the higheft to the loweft, 
as they fuppofe us to be, viz. in a damnable {tate of Schifm,Enemies 
to God, and the purity of Chrift’s Gofpel. | 

2. There being no other way to unite Proteftant Diffenters, but 
by.a total refcinding that Law of Ordinances, and leaving us all 
to our Chriftian liberty in thofe things that are not plainly deter- 
mined; It follows plainly, that fuch a confiderable number as our 
Party is, ( all the late Lord Proteétor’s Army throughout the Com- 
mon-wealth of Engdand,Scotdand,and Iredand,confifting of Anabaptifts, 
and fuch People of the Lord as are well affected to us) having as 
great and unan{werable Scruples upon our Spiritsagainft many other 
things in their pretended Church, ought to be fully fausfied in ali 
fuch particulars, and therefore not only the Crofs,kneeling and Sur- 
plice,but all other Antichriftian Ceremonies and Impofitions ought 


to be laid afide, and all the occafions of our Scruples wholly to be : 


removed. Amongft which, thofe that are Peculiar to our party are 

thefe that follow. 
Infane Baptifm, a thing never enjoyn’d by Chrift norever practi- 
fed by the Apoftles,nor can the Church of England pretend that there 
isthe leaft footltep of ir in the Scriptnres, they f{uppole Children to 
have been baptized,becaufe whole Families were fo, but they never 
could prove that Children were in thofe Families, nor indeed did 
they ever pretend to it. They pretend indeed that Infant Baptifm 
fucceeds the Fewifh Sacrament of Circumcifion, if fo, then the Lord’s 
Supper or breaking of Bread fucceeds the Feaft of the Paflover. Now 
it being plain that all did eat of the Pafcal Lamb, young and old, 
it follows plainly that all have an equal. right to the Lords Supper, 
Infantsas well as adult Perfons. And this grofs miftake of Baptifm 
coming into the room of Circumcifion, made our fore Fathers run 
into another, altogether as gro{s,viz. of giving the Bread-and Wine 
to 


a ee 8, "a Ne 
EAC Se Oe” 


“CO 


3 oe 


to[nfants’T hat this was the cuftom in the fecond Century,Cypriantells. 
us in his Difcourfe of lapfed Perfons,where he relates a pretty Story, if. 
we will believe it, efan Infant carried by his Nurfe to [dol Saikioss, : 
and receiving fome of the Bread and Wine offer’ there; being foon 
after brought by his Mother, ignorant of what had patt, to Cyprian’s 
Congregation,and having receiv’d the. confecrated Bread and Wine, 
fell into fuch ftrange Convulfions and Vomitings, that upon enqui- 
ry, he foon found out the caufe of it, wa. The Nurfes Impiety: . 
And this cuftom of communicating Infants, as you prove outof Mr. 
Pailly, continu’d till the twelfth Century,but is now difufed,and con- 
demned by all the Churches of the Weft,as not agreeable to the Pri- 


nitive Inffitation ; now if they.condemmn this.as an errour,why do- 
‘they not that which was apparently the caufe of it> If Infants-are re- 


sencrated why may they not be retrefhed and nourifh’d, if-cheir fins: 
are pardon’d in Baptifin, why may they: not receive the Sign and. 
Seal of it, and of the continuance of -Chrift’s Love to them in the: 
Communion ? If their Spirits may be renewed by vertue of their Pa- 

rents or their Sponfors Faith, why may they nor receive farther. 
Food and Nourifhment by virtue of the like imputed Faith? So. 
that you fee there is as great a necellity of laying afide one as of: 
condemning the other.. ‘They pretend indeed a place of Scripture, | 
1 Cor. 7: 14. which they fay confequentially gives a-Right of Bap- 

tifm to Infants; but we are well aflurd, that the believing Huf-. 
band’s. fanétifying the unbelieving Wife,is no other: than making 

her capable’of that holy State of ‘Matrimony. which God ‘inftituted : 
in Paradife; and if the unbelieving Wife might not live in that mar- 

tied ftate with her believing Husband, then their Children would 

be Baftards, whereas it is acknowledged that they are legitimate 
and therefore, under the Law, a Baftard was counted an unclean 

thing, and was not, even to the tenth Generation, to enter into the 
Congregation of the Lord.- Befides, Tertullian, whom they pretend 

in many things to reverence, was clearly of our Opinion, in. his. 
Treatife of Baptifm: Baptifimum non tenere credendum effe fciant quo-. 
rum officium et: and about tery Lines after, Pro cujufque Perfone con- 
ditione ac difpofittone etiam etate cunttatio baptifmi utilior est,precipue 
tamen circa parvitlos. Quaid enim neceffe eft Sponfores etiam periculo in- 
geri, guia & ipfi per mortakitatem deftituere promiffiones fuas poffunt 
& proventu male indolis falli. Ait quidem Dominus, nolite illos prohi- 


bere ad me-venire. Veniant ergo dum adolefcunt veniant dum difcunt, 
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dum quo veniant docentur, fiant Chriftiani cum Chriftum nofce potuerint: 
Quid feftinat innocens atas ad remiffionem peccatorum ? Cautius agetur 
ia fecularibus, &c. And we are told in thofe Hiftories that themfelves 
magnifie, that many holy Men deferr’d their Baptifm till the time 
of their Death, and fodid Conftantine the Great, fays Socrates Scho- 
lafticus ; but Eufebius, who was his Chaplain, does better inform us, 
in the fixty firft Chapter of the Life of Confantine, that being at He- 


lenopolis, and fuppofing himfelf near his Death, defired to be bapti- 


zed again. Whether Conftantine wasbaptized an Infant (for his Fa- 
ther Conftantins. was a great Favourer of the Chriftian Religion) or 
whether he received it when he was too young in Chrift, and un- 
.derftood not the Neceffaries of Religion, ishard to determine; but 
if we will believe Ex/ebius, he was rebaptiz’d not long before his 


Death. Now this Doétrine of the Baptifm of Infants being fo fat 


from being plainly determined in Scripture, that there is not the 
Jeaft Precept or Example for it, nor can it, by way of confequence, 
-be deduced from the priricipal place they infift upon ; communica- 
ting of Infants being as reafonable as baptizing; fome of the Fathers 
and many holy Men, having been of the fame Opinion with us, for 
fo all thofe Bithops that were at Nicomedia, and confented to his 
Rebaptization, muft be fupposd to be; we have great Reafon to 
vexpeét that not only Crofs, Kneeling, and Surplice, but Infant-Bap- 
tifm, fhould be wholly laid afide, which ‘hath given fo much Of- 
fence to the Godly, and without which, we fhall never enter into 
“Communion with them: and this you have f{trongly pleaded on 
out Behalf, though not directly, yet out of the Words of one 
Dr. H. Moore, who, as we hope, together with a Dr. that in print 
bath highly approv'd, will by their own Example and Perfwations 
give Teftimony to the Truth and Reafonablenels of our Demands; 
‘nay, we are in good hopes, that fome of the Bifhops will, when 
time ferves, appear briskly for us; for they that are not for Confir- 
‘mation,mutt be fuppo#d to be Enemies to Infant-Baptifm; and their 
Difufage of the-one, makes us hope they are no ‘great Friends 
co the other. © 7 
2. Sprinkling of the baptized gives no lefs Offence unto us, for 
‘tis plain that Fob baptized his Dilciples by dipping them in the 
-River Jordan, and when our Saviour was baptized, he went up 
ftraightwav out of the Water; how he that afcended out of the 
Water raul be firlt fuppofed to defcend into ic. Thus whea ad 
Sa ape 
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baptized the Eunuch,they went both ef them down intothe W ater, 


and:that this was the cultom ot the Primitive Ages, you.have con 
vincingly thewn. Ixgreffuros, in Baptijmum, lays Tertulthanjand Con- 
flantine received it naked, otherwile. why did he put off his Royal 
Robes,and cloath himfelt with che Robes of Light, white Garments. 
being then fuperftitioufly addedto the Sacrament of Baptifm. Nudi 
in feculo- najfcimus, nudi etiam ad lavacrum accedimis,as you tecite 
out of Ambrofe. What treafon then can there be given of. this Inno- 
vation,and altering this Primitive PraCtice from dipping to {prinkling, 
buva grand Fundamental Errour,that Infants ought to bebaptifed, 
and in commmiferation to their tendernels, {prinkling fome few drops 
of Water is thought fufficient, whereas we have plainly prov’d, 
that Infant-Baptifm muft be wholly laid afide,andconfequently. dip- 
ping the baptifed muft be univerfally receiv’d; For they that plead 
fo ftifly for other Symbolical Ceremonies, cannot but know, that 
dipping under Water does beft reprefent our Death unto Sin, our 
rifing out of the Water fitly fignifies our rifing to newnefs of Life; 
but {priokling fignifies ic as much asthe holy Water with which 
the Priefts, of Rome {prinkie and purifie their Converts. ‘ 

3. The reftraining the Office of preaching,baptizing, breaking of 
Bread, infli@ing Cenfures andthe like, toa particular Order of men, 
that ferve Apprenticefhip atit,and by that their limiting of the Spirit, 
and ftifling the Gifts of it in ochers,that are as wellor better qualified 
than themfelves,gives great Offenceunto us and juftly provokes.us to. 
aSeparation.. We read tharthis.wascontrary tothe Pra@tice of the 
Saints. Forat Feru/alem there was no doubt a great multitude of Belie- 
vers,who upon the Perfecution were all {cattered abroad throughout 


_Fudea and Samaria,excepting theApoftles, all thefe that were fo {cat- 


tered; not only the Deacons, for there were but fix of them, but the 
whole Multitude of Believers went every where preaching: the Word, 
Afts 8. 4. And the Apoftle {ays, thatwe muft exhort one another 
daily; and again, we mufthave no fellowfhip with theunfruitfual 
Works of Darknefs,but rather reprove them. Note the power of ex- 
horting and reproving being left-to all the Difciples; why may nor all 
thacare gifted for it,equally pretend toa rightof preaching the Word? 
Let ’em but aniwer Bifhop Taylor's Liberty of Prophecying, 
and we fhall in fome meafure receive Satisfattion. Ifthe Commi- 
fion of baptifing given to the Apoftles isto be extended totheirSuc- 
ceffors,and all that are deputed by them,. then why may. not ae 
r ag 


eal it, was not fent to the Goyernours but to the whole Church of | 


power invefted in him. ‘They alleige indeed,that none but a Pricit 
Bae 
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thatare thought fufficient by the Joynt Approbation of the Church 
be as well qualified for it. When Chrift inftituted his laft Supper 
he never reftrain’d the Celebration of it to any order of Men ; there 
is fome thew of its being reftrain’d to the Apoftles alone, that they 
fhould be the only Partakers of it: butif this do you in remembrance 
of me, may be enlarged as to the Receivers, it may as well to the 
Minilters of it, none being exempted whom the Congregation of 
Believers thall judge able and faithful for that Office. So likewife 
Church Cenfures ought to be infli&ed by the joyntconfent of the 
Congregation,and matters of controverfic ought to be fo determin’d, 
This is agreeable to the Prattice of the Apottles, who in the quefti- 


-on of Circumcifion, would not, without the Advice and confent of 
the Church,pafs any definative Sentence. *Tis faid,that the Church, ° 


and the Apoftles,and Elders,received Paw/ and Barnabas and othets. 


‘That the Multicude of Believers was then affembled is plain from 


Aits 15. 12. for tis there faid, that all the Multitude kept filence. 


‘And when the Controverfie was determin’d. v. 22. then pleafed 


it the Apoftles and Elders with the whole Church to fend, &c. No- 
thing you fee was done in it without the Knowledge and Approba- 


2, 


tion of the whole Church. And the decretal Epiftle, if you will fo 


Antioch. v 30. who when they had gathered the Multitude toge- 
ther, they delivered the Epiftle. And Pawd directs his firft Epiftle 
not tothe Governours but to the Church of God in general that is 
at Corinth, to them that are fanétified in Chrift Jefus called to be 
Saints, with allthat in every place call upon the name of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, c. 1. v. 2. Thefe he exhorts, ¢. 5. being gathered toge- 
ther in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift,to deliver up the inceftu- 
ous Perfons to Satan for the Deftruétion of the Flefh that his Spric 
may be faved in the day of the Lord Jefus. ‘This you fee was not 
reftrain’d to any order of Men, but the whole Church was to give 
Sentence. And this the Church of Evgdand in its Practife docs ta- 
citly grant and confent to. For, Sentence of Excommunication 1s 


-not-there wholly reftrain’d to the Clergy, but Lay-Chancellots, 


Commiflaries, Officials, .Lay-Deacon Surrogates, are empower’d 


to decree Excommunications againft their feveral Members, inlo-- 


much that the Arch-Deacon of Lefter isa mere cvpher in Court de- 
{poyl’d of all Jurifdiction his Officiala mere Layick,having the whole 


Cath 


cd 


= 3 


can denciirict this Sentenee, but they wholly deprive the Prieft from. 
paling his Judgment upon the Legality of it, and threaten him with. 


ufpenfion in cafe of this Refufal. So that the Power! and Hofour 


that they pretend belongs to the Clergy,they have taken away and. 


confeird upon the Laity,which is far more than we pretend to ; fot. 


we would make the Paftors and the People equal Judges, or every 


Congregation judge ot its own cenfures, which turely they mult needs ; 
rant to be morerationalin it felf and more agreeable to the Apoftles . 
Praétice, than to tob the Minifters and People both’ of. thei jutt - 
rights, and place the whole Powet in one Laick; who, being a. 
f{tranger to the great concerns of feveral Congregations, fhall yet -— 
be impowerd with a perpetual Di@atorthip ; and though in buying - 
his Office he may be fuppofed to fell Juftice, yet the fole-Jurifdicti-- 


on fhall be committed'unto him, both from Bifhop and Arch-Dea- 


con, over at leaft four or five Counties. That this Power fhould be - 
in the Bifhops ot Arch-Deacons, or any of the pretended Clergy - 
alone, is a great Grievance, but to have it confer'rd wholly npon fin-~ 
ole Laicks, whofe Paffion, Pride, and Covetoufnels, and fometimes . 
Ignorance, makes them tyrannize over the Lords Heritage, isa Bur- . 


then infupportable, not eafie to be endur’d ; and unlefs this great 
Offence be remov’d, and the Primitive Power be reftor’d to each 


Congregation, their terms of Communion will never be comply’d - 
with; and this they ought in all Confcience to do, according to the - 


Principlesof your Proteftant Reconciler. EUs PhO) 3 
4. Whereas there are many amongft us that have attain’d to 


great knowledge of Myfteries, and by Divine affiftance underftand — 


many abftrufe Prophecies, efpecially thofe contain’d- in the Revela- 
tion of Fohn, whereby they do affirm, that Chrifts Kingdom will be 


vifible inthis World, and that he will corporally reign here upon 


Earth for the {pace of a thoufand years, this beingthe new Heaven, 


and the new Earth that Peter prophecies of, the vew Jerufalem that - 


is to come down from Heaven.. And this they imagine to be fo plain- 
ly fet down in the 20th chap. of Johr’s Revelations, that they cannot 
withftand the convictions upoii their Spirit, but do really expect 


that the Saints fhall one day literally inherit the Earth, that they — 


fhall reign with Chrift for a thoufand years, thas they fhall, be 
Priefts and Kings unto God and Chrift. Now this being agree- 
able to thofe Prophecies of the Saints inheriting the Earth, of the 
Saints judging the World, of the Apoftles fitting on twelve Thrones 
to judge the twelve Tribes of Ifrae/: this being an Opinion which 

Papias, 
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a ‘Papias (immediately after the Apoftles) Paftor of the Church at Hie 
yapolis, and Irenens of Lyons 10 France, having upon the fame Con- 
‘yvidtions entertain’d; they) have good Reafon to expect an Indul- 


gence in this Doétrine, leaving it, as Cyprian did his Opinion of 
Re-baptizing, for every one ‘to believe or rejeét according to his 
feveral. Attainment, that brotherly Love and Unity may be main-~ 


tained in the World. And whereas fome amongft usyof that Opi- 


nion, do likewife judge, that in order: to the propagating of that 


- Kingdom,it 1s lawful for the Saints to avenge themielves on the un- 


godly, and to bring all the Enemies of Chrift under their feet, that 
Chrift and his Saints may be all in all; therefore, becaufe this Opi- 


‘nion {eems to difturb the outward Peace and Tranquility of Nat- 
‘ons, we do freely deliver out Opinion, ‘That when any of us make 
fach Attempts and failin the Succefs, *tisan evident Sign that it was 


not from God, and he that thus unfuccefsfully refiftcth,receiveth to 


himfelf the Magiftrates Judgment; but: if ever fuch Attempts fhall 
prove fuccelsful, then we do declate, and all muft needs believe it, 


that it was God’s Will fo to have it. And though in fuch untuc- 


‘ce(sful Attempts we fubject our felyes to humane Laws and.Penal- 
ties, yet we do expect in that cafe to be tenderly dealt with, it. be- 


ing undertaken for the Caule of Chrit and his‘Kingdom ; and all 
Chriftians, except thofe of the Church of England, not only Mille- 


-naries, but Independents, Presbyterians, and Papitts, holding with 


tis the fame Opinion, that it is: lawful to bind the Kings of the 
Farth in Chains; andthe Nobles'with Links of Iron, in, order to 


the erecting of a Fifth Monarchy,’ zz. Chrift’s Kingdoms. as they 
did lately thew in fighting the Lord’s:Bartels with, us, and, ftriking 


off the Heads of all curfed: Amalekitess) > 
5. That which they call the Hierarchy of their Church, -Atch- 


‘Bithops, Bifhops, Deans, ‘and, Arch-Deacoss 5 Chancellors, and 
‘Commiflaries,, Officials and Surrogates Secretariesy;and: Regilters, 
‘Ptodtors and Apparitors,with alk the long Train of Anti¢hrift,be- 
“ing Humane Inventions hnd Popith Frafhy: are gteat! Offences, to 
our tender Confciences, and muftlalfobe laid afide, as-unnecefia- 
ty, mi(chievous, and burthenfome ‘Terms of Communion 5 for if 
“we fhall joyn with fuch a Church where fuch Perfons are allowed 
“96f we do, by otir’Prefence,; approve ob whari we judge. Popith,and 


"Fyrannical ; and the fame wemuftfayot their Popith Liturgy.ta- 


ken out of the’ Mats Book, "Popifhs Ceremonies taketi out-of their 
3 B2 Ritu- 
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‘Rituals, Popifh Holy-days taken out of their Kalenders, Popifh 


Ve(tments enjoyn’d by their Canons; nay, we muft not fufier a 


Rag of Antichriftto remain if they expe& we fhould communicate 


with them: Popifh Sattin Caps plaired behind, Popifh Periwigs friz- 
ling before, Popifh mourning Rings to put them in mind of praying 


fot the Dead, Popifh Gloves with long twifted Fringe to repeat their — 


Pater nosters and Gloria Patr’sby: nay, good Brother, we muft 


demand a further Reformation, that nothing but Holinefs may be — 
de the Stateas well as. inthe’ Church and therefore all Popifh Rai- 


fes and’ Taxes, all Popith Fines and Quitrents, Baylifts and Attor- 
neys, all Popifh Lawyers and Judges, all Popifh Courts at Wefimzzn- 
fter, where the Language of the Beaft is.us’d, all Popith Parliaments 


‘and Countéls, all’ Popifh: Gentry and Nobility, all Popith.Dukes 


and Princes, all Popith K. It we may be freed from thefe grear 
‘Grievances, and enter into a folemn and righteous Aflociation to 
extirpate thefe and all their Adherents, Root and Branch, that fhall 
withitand thefe our pious and righteous Defigns; then fhall we be 
willing to enter into Fellowfhip with them, to. carry. on the great 
Work of the Lord with one Heart and with one Mouth. When 


this is done we wil! unite our holy Arms.againft the Great Turk and 
Cham of Tartary, the Triple Crown and Red-cap Conclave, we'll | 
-fet our Feet on the Necks of Kings and hew. them in. pieces before 


the Lord; the Princes of the Earth thall fend Gifts unto us and all 


“Nations fhall bow down and do us Service ; five fhall chafe an hun- 


dred, and an hundred of us fhall put ten thoufand toflight: Wall 
not thefe be glorious days? And can Church of-Eng/and Men do 
lefs than part with all thefe unneceflary Popifh Infticutions and Cu- 


{toms which occafion fo great a Schifm and:are fo great Offencesto 


the Saints, and hinder fuch an heavenly Soul-faving Union? 
Your Principle, good Brother, dire&s you to. this. and. much 


‘more, if required, in order to the eftablifhing of a firm Peace, and 


the uniting of all good Proteftant Hearts, and feiling an univerlal 


‘Love and Righteoufnels in the World: for when we are agreed 


who.can withftand us: when all lewd; profane, idolatrous Perfons 
ate-deftroyed, we fhall bevall Friends and Brethren, ty’d together 
in a true Lovers Knot; then the Feafts of Love and the Kiffes.of 


‘Charity, and any thing’elfe, may be ufed, for there will be no 


weal ones to take Offence; nay; we may be asnaked \as ddamand 
Ewe were-in Paradife, and. not be afhamed. Thefethings we. Pe 
infift 
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infft upon longer were it not that Independents and Presbyterians 
are equally conceraed in them with us: this was their Dodtrine 
heretofore ; this was ic that they fought for; in order to this, they 
deftroy’d thoufands of the Prophane, {eiz’d of their Egyptian Gold, 
Rings, and Jewels, demolifh’d T’owns and Cities, Caltles and Stee- 
ple-houles, {equeftred all the Delinquents, tura’d fourlcore B2aés 
Priefts, with Wives and Children, out of their Houfes in London 


‘and the Suburbs, thitty out of forty in Rutland, forced them to buy 


their Eftates and Goods three or four times over, poflelsd the Re- 
venues of Kings and Bifhops; and all this they did by Vertue of 


their Covenant; before which, as.Mt..Ca/e teftified, the Walls of - 
Jericho fell flat, the Dagon of the Bifhop’s Service Book brake tts 
Neck, Prelacy and Prerogative bowed down and_ gave up the 
Ghot. Mr. Bridges told them, in his Book of the Covenant, that 


tho the Prelarick Party, as little ones; might cry for pity, yet as 
Babylonifh they call’d for Juftice even to Blood, and again, when- 
foever you fhall behold the Hand of God in the Fall of Babylon, fay, 


‘True, bere is a Babylonifh Prieft crying out, alas! alas’ my Li- 


ving, I have Wife and Children to. maintain. Ay, but.all this is 
to perform the Judgment of the Lord, in his Sermon on Rev. 4. 3. 


“This was the way to conceal themfelves unto the Lord, by hang- 


jpg up all thole Achens coram isto fole, that none may remain tll 


‘the Morning, faid Mr. Fairedoth, on Jof. 7.25. Do Jultice to the 
_Greateft, faid Mr. Heede, on Sam. 2.21. 16. Saul’s Sons are not 
“fpared, no. nor may Agag or Benhadad, though themfelves are 


Kings, Zimri and Cosby, though Princes of the People, muft be 
purfued into their Tents: this is the way to coniectate your felves 
to God Mr. Calamy told us, in his Sermon on fof. 24.19. That 


“the Caufe we manag’d was the Caufe of God, and that he that dies 
fighting the Lords Battel dyes a Martyr. Noble and refolute Com- 
_ manders, faid Mr. Marfha/, on I Chron. 12.38. Go on to fight the 
Battels of the Lord Jefus Chrift, for fo J will not now fear to call 
“them, that they, together with us, imbatk’d in the fame.Bottom 


for the fame Caufe, is very plain from many of their Sermons and 


“Writings: and {eeing Prelacy and Prelatical-Clergy, Priefts and 


Jefuits, Ceremonies and Service-Book, Star-Chamber and High 
Commiffion Court, wete mighty Impediments in the way of Re- 
fortnation; but as Mr. Cafe told us,on Iaiah 43 -4- God had migh- 
tily brought them down. We hope our Brethren of the Indepen- 


dent: ° 
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dent and Presbyterian Churches, will not; for the Sufpenfion of thle 
Ceremonies go again into Baby/on, and be polluced with their Abo- 
minations, but that they wil], as Mr..Murfoa? adyisd them, on 
Chron. 1. 12. 38. catty on the Work ftill, leave not a Rag that 
belongs to Popery, lay not-a bit of the Lords Building with any 
thing that belongs to Antichrift, bur away with it, Root and Branch, 
Head and Tail, till you can fay, now is Chrift fec upon his Throne. 
But how can Chrift fic upon his Throne as long as any of thefe 


things we have mentioned are impos’d upon us as Terms of Com- 
munion? Mtr. Bzxter tells us, that though he hath diligently fearch- 


ed his Heart whether he lawfully engaged in the War or not, and 


lawfully encouraged fo many thoufands to it, yet he cannot yet fee _ 
that he was miftaken, nor dares he repent of it, nor forbear doing 


the fame if it- were to do again. And as the Fore-man fays, fo we 


‘{uppofe all the reft of his Brethren are agreed in their Verdict, of 
finding all fuch unneceffary terms of Communion equally guilty 
ofthe apparent Schifm; and your Principle, if well weighed and 
improved to the height, will perfwade our pretended Judges to ad- 
_ mit of the Verdi&t, aud by a righteous Sentence to facrifice them 
all to Peace and Unity. It will likewife prevail with our Brethren, 


one Remove from us, to fend you their particular Thanks for that . 
you have ftoutly maintain’d the common Caule of the Saints, and 


-with their own Weapons, much humane Learning, and their own 
‘Conceffions, have baff’d and vanquifh’d the Enemies of this our 


long-wifh’d-for and thorough-Reformation: and we hope that the 


Presbyterians themfelves will,together with their Thanks, promife to 


a& vigoroully according to-your Principle, and cut off in their own 
Affemblies all unneceffary Terms of Communion, and purge their 
Congregations from thofe Antichriftian Spots and Blemifhes that. 


adhere unto them. May you be, ‘Good ‘Brother, in far higher 
‘Efteem than ever Luther or Calvin, who didthe Work of the Lord 
‘by halves; may you be far highet than Marfha/ or Hugh’ Peters, 


who did it by three quarters; but rather be:you like our St. Kzzp- 
perdoling, who ftruck off all Superftition with one Blow, and hath 


“made.his Name immortal amongit the Saints. | 


| Fareed.” 


ee, t 1 ae 
A. LETTER of Thanks from the Congrega- 


tions in New England to the Proteftant 


~~ Reconciler. : 


Good. C briftian. Brother, 


come to the uttermoft Parts of the Earth, and hath reach’d 


‘our Ears, even at New England; we heard of it with much - 


Joy, and read it with great Comfort, as hoping that an 
Atrow taken out of our Adverfaries Quiver will {trike home, and 
give em a deadly-Blow. under the fifth Rib. You aim’d well, and 
the Mark was fair; by this time furely Prelacy bleeds,and Antichri- 
{tian Ceremonies ave drawing their laft Gafpe; and methinks we 
hear the Watch-men crying, Baby/or is fallen, isfallen, and all the 


graven Images of the.Gods are broken unto the Ground. This . 
makes us fing the Song of Deborabs for you, like another faed, | 


under fhew of Friendfhip, have deftroy’d this S:fera, this Ca- 
naanite, this Idolater, this cruel Perfecutor of the Saints. You gave 


them Milk out of your Bottle to dtink, and brought Butter to 


them ina Lordly Dith: You call’d the Church of England your dear 
Mother, and the Lordly Prelates your Right Reverend Superiours: 
you bid them fear-not, but turn in unto yous which if they have 
done, we queftion not but you have, upon your Principles, fetled 


them, with a Nail and Hammer you have falten’d them to the ~ 


Ground, at your Feet they bowed, they fell; where they bowed 


’ there they fell down dead. You, like another Judith, dreiied your - 


felf with an Attire not becoming your native Modeity; you puton 
Bracelets and Chains, Ear-ringsand Ornaments, and pretended a 
high Refpett for their Baby/onifh Ceremonies, you fhew'd outwardly 


a gteat Reverence for their Idol-Priefts and Heathen Governours, . 
falling down on-your Face, and paying em that Deference as they » 
expected ; but when you were received into their Tents, we hope 


you-cut off the head of that great Hodfernes, which though an 
Apocryphal Story, may fitly be applied to you, the great Champi- 
on of our long-look’d-for Reformation: thofe two .Matrons were 


well 


HE Sound of your Peace-making-reconciling-Proteftant is. 
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well skilPd in the ufeful Art of holy Ditfimulation; but your Copy 
has out-done the Original; their efign wasto maintain the Jew- 
i@ Ceremonies, but yours for eftablifhing the Chriftian Subftance. 
O that there were more fuch holy Diflemblers, who by a Guile 
might entrap the Wicked; then fhould we fee not only the Heads 
of the Chriftians cut off, but their whole Armies difcomfited ;. and 
the Saints wafhing their Feet in the Blood of the Ungodly. This 
is the Day that we earneftly hunger and thirit after: O chat our 
{piritual Longings were {atisfied, and our Pantings after thefe. Wa- 
ter-brooks refrefh’d! O that we might hear the comfortable News 
that their Dagon is fallen before your Atk, and all their brafen Ser- 
pents become Nehufhtans. Then will we fing our Songs, though in 
a ftrange Land, and will flye over unto you upon the Wings of 
the Wind, that we may reap together the fruits of our Prayers, and 
we of the Houfhold may divide the Spoil amongft us: that is the 
day that the Lord hath made, then fhall we rejoyce and be glad 
in it. But, Good Brother, you know that to be a Truth which our 
Brother Fairclth told the reforming Houfe of Commons, on 
Fof. 7.25. that Ifrae/ will not be cured without a full and total Ex- 
cirpation of all the accurfed Things and Perfons alfo. That it is 
not a partial Reformation and Execution of Juftice upon fome OF 
fenders, willafford us help, except all Achans, with Babylonifh Gat- 
ments, Orders, Ceremonies, and Geftures, be rooted out from 
among them: for there is no Vertue wherein Men refemble the 
Lord more lively than in executing of Juftice; by extirpating thefe 
Achans you will cut off the Wicked and procure the Felicity of the 
Chofen; and the Lord is purfuing you if you execute not Venge- 
ance betimes. And verily, Good Brother, this Doétrine we ftill ftand 
to and maintain ;, and, if we may be free to difcover to you the in- . 
moft Thoughts of our Souls, | 

1. Our Judgment is, that the reafon why the Lord did not con- 
tinue his Mercy unto us, but permitted his and our Adverfaries 
once more to tyrannize over us, is this, Beeaufe we did not tho- 
roughly execute the Lord’s Vengeance, but fuffer’d many thou- 
fands of the accurfed Nations to enjoy their Lives and Liberties, 
who fhould have been all delivered up to the Sword of Gideon, and 
extirpated Root and Branch; for fo we always taught the Houfe 
of Commons, but they had not the Grace nor we the Courage tho- 


2. We 


roughly to put it in practice. | 
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12. We hopethat this Perfecution will be of no long continuance, 
‘and that when we have received due Chaftifement for that great 
Omitlion, and have fufficiently humbled our {elves for not ripping 
up the Bowels of big-belly’d Women, and dafhing their Infants 
againft the Stones, our God will look upon us for good, and turn 
our Captivity as the Rivers in the South. For, as Good Brother 
Bridges, now a Saint with God, hath told us, God does oftentimes 
make ufe of the Devil and Wicked Men, as his Scullions, to rub 
off the Filth, and {coure off the Spots that ftick to the golden Vet- 
fels of the Sanctuary. 

3. When the Filch of our former Omiffions is {coured off, and 
the Sword once mote put into our hands, we fully refolve to follow 
that good Advice of our Brother Bridges, in his Sermon on Rev. 4.8. 
We will enquire out this Babylonifh Company, and repay them an 
Eye for an Eye, Tooth for Tooth, Burning for Burning, Ear for 
Ear, Liberty for Liberty, and Blood for Blood: And as Brother 
Faircloth obferves on Joh. 7. 25. The Lord rent the Kingdom 
from Saul for {paring one Agag, and fot want of thorough Extirpa- 
tion of all the accurfed things, he loft both Thanks for what he had 

done, and his Kingdom alfo: therefore, left we fhould be punifhed 
in the like kind for the fame fault, we will {pare neither Agag nor 
any of his Retinue: for if ninety and nine be taken away, and 
but one left, as Brother Faireloth fays, he will affuredly trouble us: 
and therefore, as Brother Sympfon advifes, on Prov. 8. 15. No Law 
fhall hinder us, for, fi jus violandum; if Law be to be broken, it ts 
for a Crown, and therefore for Religion. He tells us, we are {et 
over Kingdoms, to root out, pull down, deftroy and throw down, 
that we mutt do it quickly and do it thorowly; for that which fs 
evil will be counted good after Reformation, as he is.counted in- 
nocent who {capes.at Pryal; for we know that tobe a certain truth 
which Brother Cafe, on Chron.2. 19.6. tells us, That thefe Midia- 
nites have vexed us with their Wiles, and laboured to obftruct us, 

ea, to cut us all off in our Paffage into the Land of Promife, that 
bletted Reformation, which the Parliament confulted for, Aflem- 
bly difputed for, Armies did fight for, and all good Chriftians did 
pray for. Oh! therefore we fhall honour God in avenging our Bre- 
thren upon thefe Midiazites, in doing Execution on the Enemies of 
Chrift and the Kingdom. We.fhall never forget that Arathema 
which holy. Brother Ca/e fenoUncTs 1p his Sermon on Dan. 11. 32. 
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Curled be he (fayshe) that with-holdech his Sword from Blood,that 
foares when God faith ftrike, that fuffers thole to clcape whom 
God hath appointed to Deftruction. Nay,we will not {pare them, 


‘though,as Brother Ca/e fays on Ezra 10. 2. they crouch,and cringe, 


and worfhip us as much as they have done their high Altars. And 
for the carrying on of this great Work of a general Reformation, 
we are relolv’d to follow Brother Obadiah Sedgwick’s Advice, in his. 
Speech at Guild-Hall, Ottob.6. 1643. We will'do, and we will do,. 
and yet we will do, and yet we will do, as long as there isa Penny 
in our Purfe, as'long as there is Strength in our hand, as long as 
there is Breath in our Body, we will be all Servants to Chrift, and. 
Servants to the Chutches of JefusChrift! = 
The Covenant,good Brother,was but a Parcial Reformation. The 
Engagement, the holy Engagement,was the Ark before which Da- 
gon {ell ; and holy Engagements we muft again take, and pious and 
righteous Affociations we muft enter into, and firmly refolve to cut 
off all that fhall oppofe us, high or low, rich or poor, gentle or - 
fimple, Governours or governed, all Achans, Agags, Benhadads, 
Ovs and Eglons,and whoever fhall adhere unto them. Then and. 
not till then will Chrift fit on his Throne, and we fhall follow'the-. 
Lamb wherefoever he goeth. © Tae a4 
Thefe things,good Brother,we thought good to communicate un- 
to you, though not unto the World. Thele are the Secrets and 
Mifteries ofour holy Society, which we never publifh till we have 
4 Sword in one hand as well as a Trowel in the other. In the late 
bleffed times of Reformation, when we had-an Army at our Back,, 
and a good houfe of Commons to defend us, when Magiftrates and 
Minifters went hand in hand to purge the holy Cities and Tem- 
ples of cur God from thofe Profanations that the Wicked had defil’d 
them with, then we lifted up ovr Voices ,and pubhtht thefe sDo- . 
Grines with a holy Courage, and told them plainly, that a Partial’ 
Reformation would not do our Bufinefs, but.all Achans mutt be 
extirpated, all Bubylonifh Garments, Orders, Ceremonies, and Ge- 
tures mult be rooted out. That Ifraed would not be cured without- 
2 full and total Extirpation of all the accurfed things and Perfons 
alfoe But now the Times will nor bear fuch naked Truths, nor 
dare we openly to avow thefe Doétrines to the World; but though 
we dare not publifh them,yet we never did nor ever fhall renounce 
them, and this makes the prefent Governouts to fufpect our: Loyal- 
ty 
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ty and good AffeGtion to their Intereft. But we carry it fair and 
with a holy Diflimulation (fuch a one as you avowch ) we appear 
as innocent as Doves, though the Truth of it is, *tis our being wife 
as Serpents that gainsus a Repute. » For we think ic Wildom in cafe 
of Neceflity not only to conceal fome great and important ‘Truths 
but in many cafes to grant Difpenfations to fome of the approved 
‘Members of our Churches, and empower them ( without the leaft 
poflibilicy of finning ) to joyn with the Adverlaries of the Gofpel 
in all their Antichriftian and Superfticious Ceremonies; for by thefe 
means our Members are chofen into all Offices Civil and Military, 
Sheriffs of Counties, Aldermen of Cities, Mafters of Companies, 
Farmers and ColleStors of the Hearth-Money, but above all, they 
are thereby qualified for being Parliament Men, where they may 
hold the Kings Nofe to the grind-Stone, and tell him to his Face 
that herholds his Crown by no other Tenure than the meaneft Cot- 
tager holds his hogs-Court ; that he ought not borrow, nor any 
Subjeé&t prefume to lendhim a Penny without their leave. ‘There 
they may {peak without controul, imprifon and amerce all Delin- 
guents without giving any account, fearch the Secretaries Offices 
and the Privy Chamber for Popifh Papers and Pentioners. Nay, 
we do'by thefe means underftand all their intrigues in City and 
Countty, and by gathering the Kings Revenue, can, when Occa- 
fion ferves, divert the current, and turn the Mouths of the Canons 
upon our Adverfaries. . 

~ We likewife think it Wifdom to educate our Children at their 
Univerfities, and difpenfe with their Submiffion to all their Carnal 
Ordinances, for by this we engrofs the beft Fellowfhips, the fatteft 
Livings, full corps’d Prebends, and, to fay the Truth, bid as fair as 
others for Deanaries and Bithopricks ; fome of our Sons indeed prove 
Apoftates and Renegades to the Truth, and even in our own Chur- 
ches, unravel in one Sermon what we have been twifting and wind- 
ing all our Life-time, but thefe are but a few, the greateft part of 
them ate found and'firm at the Core, though their outfide feems 
rotten and corriipted, and thefe are fo confiderable a number, that 
were the Matriculation Bookswell examined, they would find two 
thirds of them in fome Colledges, Sons of Nonconformift Minifters, 
-or at leaft of Congresational Members ; And this is a great Arca- 
nnm, which’ we keep from the- Knowledge of our Governours, 


and by which we hope one day: to find a Revolution. And herein, 
C2 good 


good Brother,to your eternal Praife,you have afted your Part very 
‘dexteroufly, like the true Son of a zealous. Noncontormift,you have 
made a confiderable progrefs in undermining the Walls of Babylon, 
‘and giving us once more a conqueft over thole idolatrous. Nations, 
For if upon your Principle thote three Ceremonies: fhall be taken- 
away, they give up the whole Caufe,and their.pretended Hierarchy 
with all its fuperfticious Attendants muft be laid afide, and our 
Brethren the Presbyterians: mult alfo quit their beloved, Covenant, 
-and fuperttitious Directory, their Synodical, Provincial, Claflical,Po- 
pith affemblies,and muft worfhip God as we doin Spititand in Truth. 
Another part of our Serpentine-Wifdom. is-this,. not to be flery 
vand zealous in the firft management of our.defigns,. but to ufe our 
‘Brethren the Presbyterians as our Fools andtoftruments to act forus, 
-who are hot-and violent, fturdy. and: impudent, who byithe.num- 
ber of their Party prefume to brave Authority, and dare do a great 
‘deal more than our {mall Party may pretend to;. This makes them 
with their daily Pamphlets.to libel the Publick,in numerous:Afler- 
blies to commit Ryots.and outrages,in the Publick Halls of Juftice 
to affront the chief Minifters of it, And.we hear that lately they 
were fo bold and refolute as to make the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, and 
Aldermen their Prifoners, and had they not-receiv’d an unlucky 
check, they might have proceeded fo far, as once-they did,.to make - 
the King their Prifoner too.. And all this.while our Congregatio- 
nal Men ftood behind the Curtain, expecting the event of thefe 


bold Attempts ; which,if they: had {ucceeded, would have turn’d to - 


our infinite Advantage; the fpoil belonging to us:as chief Propri- 
etors : but feeing it fucceeded not, we are huth and quiet, hoping 
that our cunning,with our Brethrens Zeal, may one day accomplifh 
what we daily-with, vz. A general Reformation in Church and 
State. — | | 

And that the time is now approaching;. we have great Reafon to 
hope, from the Influence, good Brother, that your Proteftane Re- 
conciler will have upon all-honeft and Gonfcientious: Men; and 
we do not queftion but the next Convocation will make a fair - 
ftep towards it,many ofits dignified members:being. willing in fome 
meafure to fatisfie our demands. i: 

But-what:thefe demands of ours are, is-another part of our Wil 
dom. to conceal; our Governours:- fhall ;not-know that-till uch 
time as we know:swe can govern them, And st will-be.labour loft 
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to repeat all the particulars unto you, good Brother, for having 


happily feen our:Brethrens Letter from*Munfter, we do ‘tully agree 
with them in their total Reformation of Churclrand State, except- 


ing in that great CharaGteriftick which diftinguithes our Parties,and 
thac is Infanc-baptifim, and yet in that we are willing that every one » 
fhould have the Liberty “of his Opinion, till God fhall be pleafed.: 


‘te reveal the Truth unto them. 


Go on, good Brother, with the fame Courage and Refolution as . 
thou haft begun, fear not-their‘threats of fulpending or degtading 
you, make it manifeft that your good Pather isalive in the ACtions 


of his Son, and that the People of God want not their Defenders . 


and Champions even intheir Enemies Camp. Speak boldly, write 
fmartly, fight courageoufly, and though: the Vidtory willinot gain 


~ you a Mitre, yet ic may:a Bifhops Revenue 5 and though: we care 
‘not for the Crown, yet we hope to be Matters of the beft Jewel of it. 
‘viz. Supremacy. Which, that it-may be.our Portion, we thall ever - 
‘pray, and for ever remain,.. op 


Good. Brother, 


Yours inthe Lord... 
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A LETTER of Thanks from the Quakers 
at Penfilvania to the Proteftant 
 yE the People of the Lord, called Quakers, | being : pre- 
~-vail’d upon by fome that with well to eur Sioz, to read 
thy Book called the Proteftant Reconciler, have found fo 
yreat Satisfaction in fome part thereof, that it feemed - 


_ Friend, 
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-good unto us to bear our Teftimony to the Truth:thow haft there 
laid forth; and though the Light within thee be but in it’s dawn- 


ing, and in many ‘places like a Babe in the Lord, thou feed*ft thy 
ofelt with. Milk, the Letter, and not the Spirit of the Word, yet fome 
amongf{t us, to whom the Gift of difcerning Spirits belong, having 
affur’d us by many infallible Signs that thou art a precious Veffel, — 

and one of the chofen Generation, that in the inner Man thou art 

a meek and peaceable Lamb, though the outward Man be coverd 
with a Wolves cloathing: We do thetefore fignifie to thee, that 

‘we give thee the right hand of Fellowfhip; and though it would be. 
Idolatry to give Honour to carnal Men, yet we mult worfhip thee 

in whom the fecond Adam begins to be formed: the Seed of Cain 

deferves to be rooted out, but fuch a Child of Abe/ as thou art, muft 

be dandled upon our righteous Knees; yea, and we will moreover 
fing unto thee a {weet Lu//aby in the Lap of Chrift. Oye Empe- 

rours and Kings, Popes and Bifhops, who vex the People of the 

Lord, and by your Antichriftian Orders lay Snares for the Inno- 

cent; who whip the Saints and make them cry, and then whip ’em 
again for erying; you who drive the Righteous as far as Penfilva- 

ma, and fell the People of the Lord for a pair of Northampton 
Shooes; hearken, yea give ear to the Words of this Samuel, this 

Infant-Prophet, who threatens not only your outward Man but the 

iuner too, with Hell and Deftruétion. He hath been amongft you, 

but he is not of you; he knows your Incomings and your Out- 

goings, your Up-rifings and your Down-lyings, your Faftingsand 

your Feaftings, your Cringings and your Bowings, and plainly tells 

you, that you are from the higheft to the loweft, from Daz even 
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to Beerfheba, that ye ate a pack of damn’d Hypocrites, that: no» 
Truth or Sincerity 1s to be found in your ways, that ye value not 
the precious Souls of thoufands, yea many thoufands of the Saints; 
that ye fet up Stakes to gall *em, Moufe-traps to en{nare em, and | 
lay {tumbling Blocks in their way that ye may break their Shins; 
nay, this Prophet, as if he had a double Pottion of the good Spirit 
of our Friend Naylor and our Friend Muggdeton refting upon him, 
lifts up. his Voice like a brazen Trumpet, and tells you, O ye Kings, | 
of your Sins, and O ye Bithops of your Tran{greflions : his Fore- © 
head is like an Adamant, harder than any Flint; he is not afraid. 
of your Words, nor is he difmay’d at your-Looks, for who can be F 
Lord over him whofe Tongue is fet at liberty by the Spirit of Free-. ‘ 
dom. This makes his Fore-head {trong again{t your Fore-heads, t | 
yea, and he pufhes the great Beaft, and all that adore him, with 
his Horns of Iron; he roundly tells you, that your Laws are cruel, 
yout Canons’Antichriftian, your Worthip idolatrous; he calls you: 
Dogs, and Wolves, and cruel Tyrants, and tells youto your teeth, | 
that ye are the Seed of wicked Cain, that ye are of your Father the- 
D. Murtherersfrom-the very beginning of your Reformation, thou- 
fands. and thoufands of Souls murther’d from te mouths of your 


Canons, and more innocent Lambs flain in a day by you, than all: é 
the Butchers in Smithfield have {laughtet’d in a whole Year. ‘e 
_,  “Dhus, O our Friend, haft thou affifted the Lord againft the ia; 


mighty, and haft put to thy Teftimony, that we, who by the Re- 
probate are call’d Qzakers, were doing the Lords Work whenever 
we defpifed Dominions, or {poke evil of Dignities. Yea moreo-- 
ver, thou haft teftified of us thy Brethren before many Witnefles, : 
that we are the People of the Lord, for we have often protefted, that = 
we carry on no under-hand Defign either of Pope or Great Turk,. 
but that all our Actions and Sayings are Yea, Yea, and Nay, Nay,. 
according as the Spirit dictates, or.as we love to phrafe it, as the \ 
Light within does guide us; and therefore they that fight againft us S 
‘fight againft the Lord and againft his Anointed. Thou -haft well: 
pleaded in our behalf, thar we.are redeem’d from the Law of Ordi- 

nances, that *tis Pharifajcal to impofe unneceffary Burthens, and 

that we fhall be Fools and Affes to bear whatever they lay upon us; 

and therefore we are refoly’d, yea in-our Spirit fully determined, 

when Crofs,Kneeling,and Surpliceare burn’d atthe Stake, to purfue 

thy holy. Principle, and to crucifie the whole Law of Nps adits 

| with: 


| 


- People of the 
‘remonies, which, out of compliance to the weak fems, were to be 
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with all thofe beggarly Elements; for who knows rot that whatthe 
World call Sactaments,ate no other than Fewify Ce- 


obferv’d a little while according to the Letter, but afterwards for 


ever, according to the Spirit. 


2. Inftead of carnal Wathings and Purifyings, we ate to cleanfe 


the inner man of its AffeCtions and Lufts; inftead of Water, a:poor 
beggarly Element, we are to be baptized with the Holy Ghoft and 
with Fire, by the Light of which, we can fee their hidden W orks 
_of Darknefs,and underftand all Faith and Mylteries. : 


2. Inftead of Bread and Wine, ‘fit to perfwade none but Beggars 


-and Bankrupts, we that are rich in all manner of Graces, have.al- 


ready, by a faving Paith, fatisfied all our {pirirual Appetites; for 


his Body is the Light and bis Blood is the Spirit that accompanies 


it, and we can feraphically feed'on the one,and quench our Thirft 
with the other. Such an-Antichriftian Word as Sacraments, which 


cannot be found either in the Letter or Spirit of the Bible, hall no 


‘Jonger be named amongft us as becometh Saints. oa 


ie 


4. Prayers which is fo much magnified, be it {tinted or extem- 
porary, is but a Ceremony of the Mouth, an articulate Sign of the . 
“Withes or Defires of the Heart; and therefore, Dear Friend, thy. ~ 
Principle will direé&t us to the throwing off of that-beggarly Services 
for fach a Ceremony does butentangle:us in the yoak of Bondage, 
and befpeak us weak and imperfect. | | 

5. Reading of the Bible muft alfo be banifh’d out of Chriftian. 
Aflemblies, as-much_as the Images of God or‘his Angels; for what 
s the Letter of the Word but the Images of Things and Perfons, 
which if we-pay any refpeét to, we are guilty of Spiritual Whore- 
dom and downright Idolatry. 

6. Bifhops, Priefts, and Deacons, are-the known Limbs of An- 
tichrift, creéted at firft by reafon of the Sins and Weaknefles of 
Men, but now they.are to be look’d upon as a fuperfluous Order, 


-feeing we are all raught by God; befides, they are kept up only to 


uphold the Pride and Tyranny of Antichrift, and with their. hu- 
mane Learning to difpute us, if it were poffible, out of the Spirit : 
the whole of their Religion confifts in Externals, very inconfiftent 
with the main Defign of the Gofpel, the Spirit and Truth where- 
with God is to be worfbipped. 4 
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» 3. Steeple-Houfes and Synagogues, as fo many Dens of Thieves, 
qnutt be levell’d with the Ground, for they rob God of the Honour 
of his Attributes, who is immenfe, and therefore cannot be con- 
firrd to a Houle made with hands, who is infinitely good, and it 


he dwells any where, it muft be in the Hearts of the humble and 


contrite. | | . 

8. The Sabbath, or Lords day, as fome call it, is but a Type ot 
Ceremony of that inward reft to Sin, and that rifing with Chrift 
to newnels of Life thatthe Light requires; and therefore, if we keep 
the Sabbath within our own Breafts, and raife our ‘Thoughts and 
‘Affetions to a divine Life, this being our daily Exercife, we need 
not be ty’d to Days, and Months, and Years, for that would bea 
returning to the Servitude from which Chrift hath freed us 5 the 
Sabbath under the Law being made for the firft Man, but the fe- 
eet Man under the Gofpel being never tyed to the literal Sab- 
batn. 

Thus, Brother, have we opened our Souls, and acquainted thee 
with fome of thofe Sctuples that lye upon our Minds, which we 
require thee, as thou tendereft the Souls for whom Chrift died, to 
improve and enlarge to the benefit of thy Brethren, that we may 
fee the Kingdom of Chrift ereCted in the Hearts of all Men, and 
all of us freed from the Law of Ordinances, and the bonds of all 
weak and beggarly Inftitutions. Thou art well affur'd that thefe 
are real Sctuples, raisd not of Humour, Prejudice, Intereft, or 
any ill defign, but from as great a Knowledge as our inward Lighr 
does afford us: but were it fo, as they imagine, that Education or 
any other Prejudice hath wrought thefe Scruples,which itis fo diffi- 
cult to free out felves from, yet they ought in Charity to bear with 
our Weaknels, and not to deftroy our precious Souls, for whom 
Chrift died, for which thou haft an hundred and fifty Arguments 
‘at leaft to perfuade them to a Compliance: for, let *em fay what 
they will, and do what they can, thefe Scruples will never out of 
our Minds; therefore, according to thy Principle, all fuch Cere- 
‘monies and Conftitutions that are not of che Eflence of Retigion 
(for Religion can be nowhere but in the Heart of Man) ought to 
be cut off if they are {crupl'd by, or give Offence to otherse 

- But,dear Friend,beforewe take our leave of thee, we muft adme- 
‘nith thee gently'in the Lord to amend irlt in thy felt what;thou 
‘would’ft reform in thy pretended Beate a Thou doft-wellto re- 
bai | prove 
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prove thetn boldly for their Faults, in making fuch wunneceffary 
‘Ferms of Communion,which. our inward Light will not permic us 
to comply with, but if chou art fmcere,thou muft remove from thy 
own Perfon whatever {candalizes and offends thy weak Brethren, or 
hinders them from’ cntring into a more intimate Communion with 
thee. Thou fay’{t that thy Superiours are of a Cainifh, Wolvith, 


Itmaelitifs Temper,by running fuch Confcientious People into the 


damnable State-of Schifm,by impofing the Crofs, Kneeling,and the 
Surplice ; but there are other things that thy felf art guilty of ( forthe 
Light hath not as yet fully manifefted it felf to thee ) whereby thou 
doft {candalize,yea very much offend us, and thofe are thefe that 
follow. | math Bets 

1. Thou att,as we are toldja Member of'a Cathedral, where thou 
doft wear Gown and Caffock, Surplice and Hood, Fippet and 


Cap, and with a Silver Verge art ufher’d into thy Seat and out of it, 


there thou doft worfhip towards the Eaft, kneeleft at the Altar, 
ftlandeft up at the Gofpel and: haft many poftures. at thy Prayers 
and Anthems, at thy Hymnes, and Gloria Patri’s as the wicked fay, 


any dancing Bear has, and doft thou not think. that.all-this is care. 


nal,does any thing of thistend:to the decency ororder in Religion > 
nothou thy (elf fayft it does not, this is it then thatfo highly of 
fends us, that the fimplicity of the Gofpel fhould be changed into 
fuch unneceffary Soul-deftru@tive, Soul-damning Ceremonies. Re- 
nounce then all thefe Superftitions, refign thy Monkthip, quit all 
thy Popifh Titles, throw off thy Magpye Garments, and remove 
that Occafion of Offence: thou doft give us; For ’tis: not fo. much 
thy Superiours enjoyning thee, asthy Submiffion to fuch carnal Or- 
dinanees that offends thy Brethren ; For though thou canft not 
perfwade thy Superiours totake off their Impofitions,yetthou may’ft 


tree thy felf from the Yoke, by quitting thy gawdy Title, and re- 


nouncing all dependency upon the Scarlet, Whore; ‘Thus thou wilt 
be at Liberty todo or not to do, and they that are foaccording to 
thy own Principle muft not deftroy the Scrupulous.): 24.5 24 
2. Thou art,as they call ita Beneficed Prieft, and doft rob and 
ffeal from. thy Neighbours a tenth part of their Grain and Hay, 
their Calves and Lambs, their Pigs and Ducks, nay,Mint, Annife, 
and Cummin fhall nor efcape thy Fingers. »This.theou knowelt to 
be the great grievance of the Saints,and we cannot but be much joe 
fended to. fee thee comamit a known fin under colour hail ames 
whereas. 
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whereas thou, knoweft that Chriftand his Apoftles never took 
Tithes, and Paw/ would not be burchenfome.to the Corinthians, but 
‘wrought with his own Hands; aad he.that will not work.mutt not 


eat,and yetthou doftlay.this heavy Burthen upon them. Nay, thy 
own Principle cells thee, that thou oughrit not to eat as long as the 
World endures, if thy eating the Bread out.of. other Mens Mouths 
doesoffend thy Brother, or hinder him from joyning with thee. Nay, 


though thou thinkeft that thou haft Power,and may’ ft lawfully live 


upon {poyl and rapine, yet if we think thou may’ft nor, ‘thou art 
bound by thy own Principle to recede from thy Liberty and to 
wave thy rigbt, rather than offend fo many precious Souls. As 
for thy Non-refidence and {eldom preaching,that is no way difplea- 
fing tous, forthat difcovers thy Love to our Doftrine, that every 
one that is taught muft be taught by God. | 


3. Thy Humane Learning, thy Greek and Latine, thy Fathers 


and Counfels, thy Prolegomena’s and Propofitions, thy Problemes 
and thy. Corollariesymakes thee look like a Conjurer,or the Son of 
Simon Magus: thefe are the Words of the old Man, wherein thou 
doft glory to {peak like a Mathematician, and like the Owle,doft 
drefs thy felf in Peacocks Feathers,and art-proud with ftollen thred 
of Eaftern Silks,and Weftern Kerzies; all this.is offenfiveto us,yea,and 
very abominable. Haft thou been’a profanc Aftronomer, or an 
Amanuenfis to a Diagram Ptoleffor, “canft thou make Peripheries. 
and Diameters, Bafes and Perpendiculats, Triangles and Parallelo- 
egrams,and by the helpof thefe manage thy Argument fore-{troke 
and.back-ftroke, like a double fee’d Lawyer,one word for the Plain- 
tiffand another for the Defendant, and doft thou think that this 
~vaitr Philofophiesthis-Sciencesfalfly fo called;-can-be-any-way-plea- 
fing to us, whofe Caufe thou undertakelt tomanage. Nay, we muft 
tell thee it ftinks in our Noftrilsand if thou wilt not throw. offthofe 
marksof the Beaftjand keep wholly to the Light and Spirit, we fhall 
fpue thee,yea,we fhall {puethee out; Bue we truft thou wilt act ac- 
cording to thy own Principle,and part with any thing that is not 


-effentialto Religion’for Peace and Unity. *Tis trueymany of our 
- Brethren underftand thefe Heathen Languages, and therefore the, 


World calls them Jefuits, but our Difcerners of Spirits aflure us 
that they have it by Infpiration, and {uch gifted Men do much con- 
firm us inthe Truth. And ifthe fame Difcerners fhall judge that 
thou haft chefe Languages from the Light within thee, we se 

| then, 
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| _ ‘then embrace thee asa‘gifted Brother. But by all meatis cone out 
hy | of Babylon, mutthering, Soul-deftroying Babylon, and be ot defiled — 
| eee with her Whoredomes, let none of thofe accurfed things, Veft- | 
= fnents and Geftures, Prayers and Sacraments, Bible and Service» = 
a Book, Prebends and Chanterthips, Tithes and Offerings cleave un- . 
| ‘tothe, but be thou perfect as we thy Brethren are perie. 4 | 
ti ~ Written at Penfilvania, 
a ‘on the firft day of the EA EO RE 
| ~— fieth Month, — ; Farewell. : 
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